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To add a word touching live stock: camels have been im-
ported hither from the Arabian coast; but "the poor things
look unhappy," the moist soil and climate being ill adapted to
their arid constitutions. Oxen and kine are not rare, though
meagre, and affording miserable beef, as we found on trial;
sheep few; asses fare better, which indeed is often the case-
elsewhere. But fish of all kinds, scaly, smooth, and shelly, load
the market stalls: I doubt if any spot of the entire globe can
boast an equal abundance. Hence the principal nutriment
of the " Baharinah " is fish; and Lent, at least the Lent de-
scribed in "Beppo," runs all the year round in the island.
Barakat and I found, on exact computation, the average price
of fish in the market of Meuamah to be only one-twentieth
part, and no more, of what it is on the Mediterranean coast of
Syria, for instance at Beyrouth, Seyda, and the neighbouring
ports. This is an additional reason for the comparative neglect
of cattle and sheep breeding. In short, Bahreyn is a daughter
of the sea, and the sea is, and always will be, her best nursing
mother; the lean and the fat lions of St. Mark's at Venice are
the proper type and measure for the prosperity of this island and
its resources.

The actual government of Bahreyn deserves slender praise.
Before the first Wahhabee invasion Bahreyn enjoyed a higher
degree of prosperity than has ever been since her lot, if we may
trust local tradition (for of documentary history there is little to
guide us), confirmed by the mute testimony of ruined houses
and fallen Khans. The foolish restrictions and unaccommo-
dating policy of the Nejdean sectarians tended immediately to
break up commerce, and to drive the merchants elsewhere.
When the island was at last in 1818-19 freed from foreign
pressure, and drawn into the progressive movement of'Omfin,
a kindred empire, it resumed somewhat of its old activity, till
family dissensions between its rulers, and Persian or latterly
Wahhabee intermeddling, again checked its advance. The per-
sonal character of the present viceroy, Mohammed, has added
considerably to the evils of its position. This governor is a
perfect Sybarite, marrying on trial, so to say, every fortnight;
while every fortnight sees a new divorce, followed by a new
marriage, and all this accompanied by great display, expense,